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HEAFEY
HEADNOTES

Volume 12 Issue 3

Legal Periodical Literature – The Quest
for the Elusive Article
By Mary Hood, Associate Director

O

ne of the first things that amazes, and instills a sense of dread in the new
legal researcher is the sheer volume of materials that is found in the law library. It helps to put it in perspective: that among all of the books found in
the law library, there are basically only three types of law books. There are:
books that contain the law - primary sources, such as court reports and statutes; books that explain the law - secondary sources, such as treatises and law
review articles; and books that help find the law - indexes and finding aids,
such as digests and indexes. Some sources, such as loose-leaf services, perform more than one function.

Legal periodicals, or law reviews as they are frequently referred to, are a valuable secondary source of legal information. They perform an "important role
in keeping lawyers current in developing areas of the law and in providing
information on the specialized areas of the law”.1 Legal periodical literature
can be divided into five groups: 1.) law school reviews/journals; 2.) bar association publications; 3.) subject, special interest, and interdisciplinary publications; 4.) legal newspapers and 5.) legal newsletters. Periodical articles can be
found online using commercial databases, such as Westlaw or Lexis; using
web sources, such as Index to Legal Periodicals; or, as a surprise to many, in
print in the law library.
Given the large numbers of legal periodical publications that produce a wideranging spectrum of articles from the scholarly to the practical, it is important
for the researcher to be able to efficiently and effectively discover what articles have been written and locate where they have been published. The question for the researcher is not whether an article exists on the subject being researched, but rather how can the researcher efficiently locate an article that
will answer many of the questions presented by the research question. Searching the current literature for timely articles is generally a relatively easy task.
Searching for an historical2 article can be somewhat more challenging especially since most of the access avenues are in older, print sources that the
modern legal researcher is less familiar with, and therefore more uncomfortable using.3

Did You Know…..
♦

Santa Clara University was
founded in 1851 and was then
known as Santa Clara College

♦

Santa Clara University was an
all male school until 1961

♦

Mission Santa Clara de Asis is
the eighth of the original 21
California Missions and the first
to be named after a woman

♦

The Alameda used to run in
front of Heafey until it was rerouted in 1989
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Notes From The Editor…..
A student asked me the other day if I could help her with some legal research since the reference staff was gone for the night. I said, ok, how hard could it be? She showed me a legal citation and said “What is this?”, “Where can I find it?” and “Is this a primary authority?”. I thought
to myself, oh boy, what have I gotten myself into and why couldn’t she have come when I was at
lunch!
To be honest, the citation looked like a foreign language to me. Perhaps the numbers stood for a
page or volume number I said, but which was which? The letters? Maybe a book or journal?
[Well, duh!] Was this a “primary authority”? Maybe, but right now it is a primary headache. I
apologized and suggested she come back later to speak with a reference librarian. I felt really
bad after that moment. Not only did I not have an answer to her question but I also did not
know where to start.
This episode taught me that legal research can be both confusing and frustrating. It shouldn’t
be. There had to be tips or strategies for making sense of it all. If not, legal professionals such as
law librarians would not be able to answer legal research questions with such ease [At least
most of the time! ;-) ]
My hope is that this issue of Headnotes will provide you with some useful tips and strategies for
making sense of legal resources in the library and online. Happy reading! Ñ

Heafey Law Library
Spring Hours
Circulation (408) 554-4072
Monday—Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8 a.m.—Midnight
8 a.m.—10 p.m.
9 a.m.—10 p.m.
9 a.m.—Midnight

Reference (408) 554-4452
Monday—Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9 a.m.—9 p.m.
9 a.m.—5 p.m.
10 a.m.—4 p.m.
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

Special Hours
March 29-30
March 31 [Easter Sunday]

9 a.m.—9 p.m.
Closed

April 24
April 25-26
April 26
April 27
April 27-28
April 29—30

Classes End
Reading Period
8 a.m.—Midnight
Exams Begin
9 a.m.—Midnight
8 a.m.—2 a.m.

May 1-2
May 3
May 4-5
May 6-9
May 10
May 11-12
May 13-16
May 18 [Graduation]
May 19-

8 a.m.—2 a.m.
8 a.m.—Midnight
9 a.m.—Midnight
8 a.m.—2 a.m.
8 a.m.—Midnight
9 a.m.—Midnight
8 a.m.—2 a.m.
9 a.m.—5 p.m.
Regular Hours Resume
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Citation Station
Cal 3rd? Cal App 3rd? Cal Rptr?
P.2d? Why are there so many citations for California cases? In California and many places there are
competing commercial publishers
publishing the same cases. Often
one is the “official” because it is
sanctioned by the government. Cal
and Cal App are “official” reporters for California. There is nothing
wrong or unreliable about the
“unofficial” reporters. Cal Rptr is
West’s California Reporter and
P.2d (Pacific Reporter, 2nd series)
are the unofficial.
Almost all legal citations work the
same way:
Volume #
+
Title Abbreviation
+
Page #
So whether it is 23 Cal. App. 3d
699 or 14 Santa Clara L. Rev. 753,
you will always know how to look
it up.
The real trick is understanding what
the abbreviation means so you can
look up the case or article in the
reporter or journal! The titles can
look pretty weird: Harv. C.R.-C.L.
L. Rev. [Harvard Civil Rights-Civil
Liberties Law Review] or I.T.R.D.
[International Trade Reporter Decisions]
There are “code breakers” to help
you understand these abbreviations:
Bieber’s Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations [Reference KF 246 P74
2001] is a great resource giving you
translations of thousands of abbreviations. The Blue Book [Stauffer
KF 245 U5] is also another handy
resource. The blue pages in the
back give common journal title abbreviations, and also abbreviations
for statute and case reporters for all
federal and state jurisdictions.
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Where To Start?
Sometimes the hardest thing about
legal research is getting started, especially if it is an area of the law
you haven’t worked with before.
Often it is best to start with secondary materials.
Secondary First?
Primary authority is the stuff directly from the government: case
law, statutes, regulations and administrative decisions. Secondary
materials are treatises, hornbooks,
loose-leafs, law review
articles. These explain or
provide access to the primary materials and are
not mandatory authority.
So for most research
questions primary materials are the ultimate answer. However, primary materials are often
published simply in chronological
order, with no subject access and no
indexes or case digests. It is often
easier to start with a good hornbook
or thorough law review article
which refers to the primary materials and offers good indexing, full
explanations, complete background
and overviews.
Let the treatise or law review author
do the work for you! Besides, these
can help prevent you from walking
down blind alleys by not giving you

all the irrelevant, amended, and
overruled primary sources.
California
The undisputed leader is Summary
of California Law by B.E. Witkin
[KFC 80 W5], a.k.a. “Witkins” to
nearly everyone on earth. This set
summarizes most areas of California law in short, readable prose.
Definitely worth your time as in 5
minutes you can find your area of
law, cites to all the leading cases
and statutes with readable
explanations.
Cal Jur 3d [KFC 80 C29]
is another good place to
start, though not as good
for current changes in the
law as Witkins. It is arranged like an encyclopedia with a
good index.
Federal
For federal law and procedure take
a look at Federal Practice and Procedure [Stauffer KF 8714 W7
1998] by Wright and Miller. It is
huge, encyclopedic but with an unfortunate penchant for giving you
the “former rule” and “historical
background”, but very useful nonetheless.
(Continued on page 15)

Legal Research Guides In The Library?
There are numerous pathfinders and research guides
on the wall near Reference and the Circulation Desk.
For books on legal research methods you should peruse the KF 240 range in the Stauffer Reserve Room. Short explanations of materials in this section can be found on ClaraNet by using
this link: http://claranet.scu.edu/tempfiles/tmp1195/research.htm
And, as always, the Reference Staff is there to help. ×
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OSCAR Who?
By: Gus Lane and Lucio Ortiz, Circulation
You probably already know that OSCAR is the library’s online catalog. No, not like a Sears catalog in which
you buy shoes or washers, but one in which you can see information on all the books, journals, videos, and
other items that both Heafey and Orradre library own. You can locate information on items such as the title,
author, subject, year of publication, location, and whether it is checked out. OSCAR does not provide the full
text, therefore don’t bother searching for a particular article in a law review or a court case from a reporter; do
search to see if the library owns the Law Review or Case Reporter.
Ever wonder why the name OSCAR is used? No, it has nothing to do with glamorous Hollywood or some famous librarian. It actually stands for Online Santa Clara Automated Retrieval. Back in 1992, before the system
was brought online, there was a contest to pick the name and our very own Cataloging Librarian, Marilyn
Dreyer, won!
You may not know that OSCAR can also let you:
♦
♦
♦
♦

View your library record to see what you have checked out
Renew your books
See if you owe any fines, with explanations
See if a professor has placed something on reserve

You can access OSCAR from any computer that has access to the Internet. Simply type http://sculib.scu.edu
in the address window and you should be sent to the following screen:

Your Library Record
Want to become more independent? Do you hate having to call or come to the Circulation Desk to renew your
books or see what you have checked out? Do you live in fear because you have fines and the Circulation Staff
scares you enough to avoid asking just how much you owe? Well, you’re in luck! Simply click on View your
Circulation Information on the main OSCAR page to get things started.
You will be taken to another screen and asked to enter your name and the barcode that is located on the back
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

of your Access Card [beginning with 25098…]. After you enter this information click on Display record for
person named above. You will then be taken to a screen that looks similar to this:

If you don’t have anything checked out or owe any fines then those options won’t be displayed. In this case the
person has 2 books checked out but no fines. To see more information on the books and to renew them click
on 2 Items currently checked out. You will then be taken to a screen that looks similar to this:

You have the option to either Renew All your items, or Renew Selected
Items. If you decide to renew only selected items then make sure to
check the box in front of those individual items first.

Course Reserves
OSCAR can also tell you if a professor has placed something on Course Reserve, where it is located, and
whether it is checked out. At the main OSCAR screen click on the link for Reserve Lists. You have the option
to search by either Course Name or Instructor. We recommend you search by instructor. Type in their last
name and click on Search.
If a professor has items on reserve for multiple courses then you will get a list of courses. Choose the course
you need and click on its link to see what items are on reserve for that course. Click on the link for the item
you need for more information.
The item is available if CHECK SHELVES is displayed. If instead a date or time is displayed then the item is
checked out and should become available after that date or time unless the person renews the item. Items with
an actual call number will be shelved in the Stauffer Reserve Room next to the Circulation Desk by call number order. Items with a professor’s name as a call number will be shelved in the alcove directly outside of the
Stauffer Reserve Room by the professor’s last name. Sometimes items are held at the Circulation Desk.
We encourage you to use these functions in OSCAR. The Circulation and Reference staff are always willing
to help you with any questions or concerns you may have.
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Legal Periodical Literature (Continued from page 1)

ther ALLREV (Lexis) or TP-ALL (Westlaw) and JLR (Westlaw) databases. A relatively new full-text online source for
law reviews is Hein Online. This project/product of the William S. Hein Company began as an ambitious project to
make available online historical law reviews from v.1 through 1980. Available as a fee-based web product to which the
library subscribes, Hein Online provides the researcher with the choice of viewing either the actual image of the article
or performing a keyword search in an OCR database. Links to this service exists on the law library's Electronic Databases page5 as well as on OSCAR. The company has over 3.5 million pages available and is rapidly adding more.
Researchers who rely solely on full-text databases, may not be aware that the coverage of law review titles varies greatly
among the systems. Not all law reviews are found on all systems, nor is the coverage identical even when the same titles
are present on all systems. Not all systems have cover-to-cover treatment of the law reviews. As examples, one need
only look at the coverage of our law school's two reviews. Santa Clara Law Review is available on Lexis (SCLREV)
from 1994 - to date; on Westlaw (SANCLR) from 1982 - to date. Santa Clara Computer & High Technology Law Journal is available on Lexis (CHTLJ) from 1994 - to date; on Westlaw (SCCHITLJ) from 1999 - to date. A quick browse
through the titles currently available on Hein Online indicates that many of the titles have coverage through the most
recent volume. Looking again at our own reviews demonstrates that coverage varies considerably in the full-text
sources. Santa Clara Law Review is not available, but Santa Clara Computer & High Technology Law Journal has coverage from v.1 (1985)-v.16 (2000).
1980 is the watershed date for online coverage of law review titles. Lexis and Westlaw began adding law review articles to their databases in the 1980s. In many cases the specific runs of law reviews begin well after that date. Add to
that the fact that, for many of the titles Westlaw added to their database during the 1980's, cover-to-cover copy for the
law reviews was not provided. In other words coverage was selective, i.e. not all articles published in a particular issue
will have been added to the database. West loaded only what it considered "significant" articles. If the article that you
need is not on the database, while it is significant to you, the researcher, searching the TP-ALL or JLR will not locate it.
It is also important to remember that not all law reviews are included in the full-text databases. So it is equally important
to know the coverage and scope of the database before beginning your research. Understanding the limits of full-text
databases permits you to focus the quest for that elusive article and makes you a more efficient and cost effective researcher.
Indexes - The Secret Weapon6
So, if everything isn't available in full-text online, what is the effective researcher to do? To help you locate articles that
are not in the full-text databases, consider using one or more of the commercial indexes available - either print or online
(or both, depending on the scope of your research). While most law students are familiar with the full-text journal databases on Lexis and Westlaw, as discussed above, many are unfamiliar with or ignore the electronic commercial indexes.
As an efficient, cost effective researcher you should take advantage of these valuable tools that can help make the elusive
article easier to find.
Searching by keyword through article titles and specially assigned subject headings will generally yield more manageable, relevant search results. For example in preparing this article, I searched for articles dealing with the concept of fair
use and libraries. I searched7 ALLREV (fair use /s librar!) in Lexis, JLR ("fair use" /s librar!) in Westlaw, and electronically both Legal Resource Index (LRI) (fair use and librar*) and Index to Legal Periodicals (ILP) (fair use and librar*).
ALLREV yielded 311articles, with the articles being displayed alphabetically by journal title. The most recent article
(2002) was quite a way down the list. The same search in JLR located 466 articles, with the articles being displayed in
reverse chronological order. Browsing that many articles, even online, seems a mind-numbing task. Running the same
search in both LRI and ILP brought different results depending upon where I searched the databases. For results see the
table below.
Resource Used

Lexis

Westlaw

OSCAR

Full Text (ALLREV & JLR) (fair use /s librar!)

311

466

N/A

8

ILP (fair use and librar*)

6

LRI (fair use and librar*)

2811

7

9

2612

1410
2413
(Continued on page 8)
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Call What?
Did you ever wonder what all those
numbers and letters on a book
mean? Together they represent a
book’s Call Number which is part
of the Library of Congress [L.C.]
classification system. Most academic libraries follow this same
system. Let’s use the Call Number
for United States Code Annotated,
published by West Group as an example:
KF
62
.W4
The first letter of the first line of the
Call Number represents one of the
21 general divisions or broad subject categories [Ranging from A-Z]
of the L.C. Classification System.
K is the division for materials on
the general subject of “Law”. These
divisions can be further broken
down into subdivisions. So, KF
represents materials on “American
Law”. Law materials are broken
down even further, so, KFC represents materials on “California
Law”.
The second line of a Call Number is
made up of numbers that help to
further define a book’s subject. In
our example, 62 falls in the range of
50-90 which is for American
“Statutes & Administrative Regulations”. This line is read as a whole
number so KF 62 would come before KF 100 on the shelf [i.e., 62 is
smaller than 100].
The third line of a Call Number is
typically made up of a letter followed by a number. Known as a
“Cutter Number”, it is basically a
coded representation of the author/
organization’s name or the title of
(Continued on page 15)
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Online Legal Research
If you’re like most people, doing
research online can be a daunting
task. To quote a friend, “It’s a jungle out there!”. Unless you have a
plan or know exactly what you’re
looking for, you could easily spend
endless hours at the screen with
little or nothing to show for it.
Let’s keep a few things in perspective. Realize that the internet is a
self-publishing medium; a bulletin
board containing everything from
the definitive to the simply outrageous. Also, due to how search engines index and locate information,
you are really only able to have access to a very small percentage of
what is out there. Furthermore, the
placement of the results you retrieve does not always correspond
to its relevance.
Knowing this, why even bother?
Because amongst all this seemingly
chaotic world of web pages there
exists a few diamonds in the rough.
The following websites are examples of good places to supplement
your overall research plans.

ness of websites based on a site’s
objectivity, timeliness, accuracy,
authenticity, and verification. Definitely a good place to start before
doing any research online.

FindLaw
www.findlaw.com/
A comprehensive, well organized,
multi-award winning starting point
for legal research. The website
claims it is the highest-trafficked
legal website. It has separate sections that can be geared to a specific
audience. Nicely done.
Legal Information Institute [LII]
www.law.cornell.edu
A non-profit, award winning, extensive, and well organized website. It
is part of the Cornell Law School
and supported by grants, donations,
and sponsors. It is a very clean
structured and easy to use site that
doesn’t have any advertisements or
clutter. Provides free access to primary authority and other materials.

The Virtual Chase
www.virtualchase.com/
Additional Resources
Created in 1996, this website was
designed to assist legal researchers
make sense of legal material on the
internet. It contains news, articles,
tips, guides, extensive examples
and links to relevant sites. Most
helpful is the section on determining the quality, validity, and useful-

Don’t forget the library has extensive links to many legal resources
online. Just point your mouse to:
www.scu.edu/law/library/
eresources/eresources.html
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Legal Periodical Literature (Continued from page 6)

As you can see searching the online indexes resulted in more manageable and more relevant results than using the same
search in a full-text database. The differences in results in the same database, more than likely, has to do with when the
database is refreshed (or updated).14 Using indexes can be a cost effective search strategy. After all, why re-invent the
wheel, or anything else, when you can use tools created specifically for your researching needs. Also when using the
online indexes on Lexis and Westlaw, if the full text of the article is on the system, a quick click will take you directly to
the article. Additionally you can use the export or email feature to compile a comprehensive bibliography of articles beyond what is available in full-text on line. Similar features are available on the web versions available through OSCAR.
Online Indexes:
Index to Legal Periodicals15 and Legal Resource Index16 are the two major current indexes available on both systems.
The library also subscribes to the web version of both. Additionally there are some specialized periodical indexes available, such as Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (FLP) (available as a web product, not on Lexis or Westlaw), and Current Index to Legal Periodicals (from the University of Washington Law Library; available on Westlaw and through the
library's web pages on ClaraNet). Other online indexes, both general and specialized, are made available through
OSCAR, the University library's web pages,18 and the law library's web pages.19
The electronic version of Index to Legal Periodicals, which is published by H.W. Wilson Company, in addition to being
available on Lexis and Westlaw is available on the web either through OSCAR, the library's online catalog or through
the law library's Legal Indexes link on the Electronic Resources web page.20 The coverage of journals indexed begins
about 1980. Index to Legal Periodicals indexes approximately 500 law reviews, bar journals and specialized periodicals, with titles being added and deleted every year.
Legal Resource Index, or LegalTrac as it is sometimes called, is published by Gale Research Company. This service began in 1980. It is available through OSCAR, or through the law library's Legal Indexes link as discussed above. As with
Index to Legal Periodicals, Legal Resource Index covers a variety of law reviews, bar journals and specialized periodicals. Currently it provides subject and key word access to articles from over 700 law reviews, bar journals, specialized
periodicals, and legal newspapers. While there is a large overlap in the coverage of journal titles in the two major indexes, there are many titles unique to each service. The wise researcher will search in both indexes in an effort to be
comprehensive.
Print Indexes:
With the indexes available online, why then would anyone want to bother using print for researching current literature?
First, consider that the online indexes are made available at an additional cost. They are not part of the basic subscription to either Lexis or Westlaw. Because the library subscribes to the web versions of both Index to Legal Periodicals
and Legal Resource Index, the law school passwords are enabled to access the databases on Lexis and Westlaw. These
services may not be available through your passwords when you are practicing law. Second, we all know the vagaries of
power, network connections and the Internet. You can not be assured that all will be working when you need to do your
research. Having a back up plan in place is crucial. The library's back up plan is to provide access to these tools via
print. It is useful to familiarize yourself with these tools before you may need to use them. Third, the online indexes
typically do not cover the literature before 1980. To date there are no plans to go back and add coverage before that
date.
Current Coverage - 1980 and Beyond:
For current periodical indexes generally consult the following titles. They follow a similar arrangement and use similar
processes in locating articles. The larger indexes are usually published monthly, with quarterly and annual cumulations.
The smaller indexes are published less frequently, usually quarterly. All of the titles are shelved in the library's Reference collection. There are other specialized and/or general indexes that are, for the sake of brevity, not covered in this
article. For assistance, check with the reference librarians who are more than happy to help.
Current Law Index21 is the print version of Legal Resource Index. It began in 1980. The coverage of titles is less comprehensive than its electronic counterpart because it does not include indexing of legal newspapers. It provides you with
subject, title, and author access to articles. There are also separate tables of cases and statutes.
(Continued on page 10)
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A Peek Over Our Shoulders
A glimpse of what the library staff is currently reading.

By: Diane Cascio, Technical Services
Christa Perez, Library Specialist in charge of course reserve materials, may
be new to the Heafey Circulation Department, but she is a familiar face
around campus. Christa received her BS in Psychology right here at Santa
Clara and after graduation accepted a position at Orradre Library.
Christa is an avid reader. She always has a book or magazine with her to
amuse her while she stands in line, sits in a doctor’s waiting room, or even
idles at a traffic light. In fact, Christa recommends People Magazine for just
this sort of stop-and-go reading. For her more restful moments Christa is a
fan of murder mysteries and detective novels. One of her favorite authors is
Caleb Carr. His dark historical novels The Alienist and The Angel of
Darkness evoke a detailed portrait of New York City at the turn of the twentieth century complete with the sounds, tastes, and smells that filled the
streets.
On the lighter side of the mystery genre Christa recommends Janet Evanovich’s Stephanie Plum series. Stephanie is an unemployed lingerie model
who becomes an apprehension agent for a bail bondsman . The odd situations and Stephanie’s many mistakes make for very humorous books.
Christa is currently reading Murder Shoots the Bull by Anne George. The
protagonists of this series are two aging sisters who encounter much murder
and mayhem in Birmingham Alabama. Christa is only halfway through the
book, but gives it a thumb’s up.
These books are available at the Santa Clara City Library. Heafey has a collection of mysteries in the second floor stacks. Call numbers begin with “P”.
Reference Librarian Shelley Blackman hails from Toronto, Canada. After
receiving her BA in English Literature and her MLS she moved to Los Angeles and took a position with the LA Public Library for a few years before
joining the Heafey staff five months ago.
Shelley is another person who reads more or less constantly. In a pinch any
reading matter will do, but novels are her choice for true recreational reading. One of her favorite authors is fellow Canadian Margaret Atwood. She
especially admires Atwood’s dense, beautiful imagery. While Shelley is less
than enthusiastic about Atwood’s well-known The Handmaid’s Tale, she
highly recommends Atwood’s poetry, short stories, and lesser known novels
such as The Blind Assassin and Alias Grace.
Shelley also enjoys books written by Indian and Pakistani authors who write
in English. Anita Desai’s Clear Light of Day and Arundhati Roy’s Booker
prize-winning God of Small Things open up a new culture and psychological perspective that Shelley finds fascinating.
Shelley is currently recommending Michael Ondaatje’s In the Skin of a
Lion. This novel gives a picture of the immigrant experience in historical
Toronto.
All of these books may be borrowed from Orradre Library. ☼

Who Are These People?
While doing research in the labs,
did you ever wonder for whom the
labs were named? These short biographies should help.
Albert J. Ruffo
Albert J. Ruffo was born in Tacoma, Washington in 1908. His
participation in sports began with
football, wrestling and boxing in
high school. After attending the
College of Puget Sound for a year,
he entered Santa Clara as a Freshman. He played football through his
Junior year and as a Senior he
coached the Freshman team. He
was also elected student body president. He was awarded his degree in
Electrical Engineering in 1931 and
received the outstanding student
medal.
Dean Owens of the Law School
encouraged him to get a law degree.
Mr. Ruffo continued to coach the
Freshman football team while
studying law. The law school was
suffering from the Depression and
had very few students at the time.
When Mr. Ruffo graduated in 1936,
he was the only graduate. Although
he passed the bar, he put is law career on hold to help coach the Santa
Clara varsity football team for their
(Continued on page 14)
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Legal Periodical Literature (Continued from page 8)

Index to Legal Periodicals and Books22 is the print version of Index to Legal Periodicals. It is an index published by
H.W. Wilson Company. The coverage begins in 1908 and continues to date. It is the only source, in print, for those historical, yet relevant, law review articles you need.
Index to Periodical Articles Related to Law23 is a service that indexes articles in periodicals related to law, e.g. areas of
social science and business. As law and other disciplines overlap, there is a growing body of literature that deals with
legal issues but that are not published in legal periodicals. Using this index will assist you in locating interdisciplinary
articles without having to search very large databases.
Annuals and Surveys Appearing In Legal Periodicals24 in an index which lists annual publications or surveys, such as
McGeorge School of Law's Annual Survey of Selected Code Legislation that appears in Pacific Law Journal. It is arranged by topic and can help you find topical, recurring articles.
Historical Indexes - Pre-1980
Typical researching needs require that you find current or fairly recent articles on a topic. For that purpose the indexing
tools discussed above will more than meet your research needs. However, once in a while you will need to locate articles published pre-1980. For these articles, except for what is available on Hein Online, there is not an online solution.
For historical articles print indexes are really the only solution. Each of the indexes listed has its criteria for inclusion.
Each also has its own indexing rules. You should familiarize yourself with the index before searching to improve your
search results. Here is a list of the major historical legal periodical indexes.
Index to Legal Periodical Literature is one of the earliest indexes available. Commonly referred to as Jones-Chipman25
(so named for its editors) it covers periodical literature published from 1888-1937. It is the only comprehensive print
source for articles published prior to 1908.
Index to Legal Periodicals26 began publishing in 1908 and continues today. It is currently published by H.W. Wilson
company. A variety of journal titles, including legal periodicals published in the United States, Canada, Great Britain,
Ireland, Australia and New Zealand are indexed.
Summary
There are a variety of ways to locate that elusive law review article: from searching full-text databases to searching print
indexes the old-fashioned way. It is important for you to know what sources are available and to make a wise choice in
the source or combination of sources to use. Knowing which law review titles are available on full-text database or
where the journal title is indexed is important. Also essential is that you understand the scope of the coverage. You
can’t locate information if it is not there. In addition to knowing about indexes and indexing services and how best to
use them, another useful resource is Fulltext Sources Online (FSO),27 published by Information Today, Inc.
FSO can be helpful in determining where to look for full-text sources. As a directory of publications available online in
full-text, it lists the title of the publication, the database(s) where it can be located, the coverage of the database, and
where possible, URLs. There are several benefits to using this source. First, when you are trying to locate an online version of a particular title, you won't have to guess which database has it. Second, if the title is available on more than one
database, the coverage is listed, so you can determine which is the better database to search. Third, if the title is maintained on the web, the URL is given. So go out there, choose your resources, and have fun. Happy hunting!
1

Jacobstein, J. Myron, Roy M. Mersky, and Donald J. Dunn. Fundamentals of Legal Research, 7th edition. (Foundation Press, 1998) p.388.
Pre 1980
3
While this article is focused on reviewing online periodical sources and the use of both electronic and print periodical indexes, the researcher can
get references to law review articles from a variety of other sources such as annotations in codes, digests and even Shepard’s Citators.
4
With apologies to Peggy Lee.
5
http://www.scu.edu/law/library/eresources/databases.html
6
For a more complete discussion of periodicals and periodical indexes see chapter 17 of Jacobstein, J. (Foundation Press, 1998) or chapter 11 of
Cohen, Morris, L., Robert C. Berring, and Kent C. Olson, How To Find The Law. 9th edition. (West Publishing Co., 1989)
7
All searches were run on the same day, 02/05/02
8
All six references were on Westlaw and OSCAR
9
One of the references on Westlaw was counted twice. All References were on Lexis and OSCAR.
10
Eight additional references were located through the web-based database, four of the references were to treatises, not law review articles. Only
2

(Continued on page 14)
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Not On Shelf?
Johnny McWart, a 1L, was in a serious bind. He went to pull Volume
1 of How To Love The Law Library, only to find it was missing!
“But OSCAR said it was available,”
he muttered to himself, knowing
that this volume held the secrets to
charming the library staff to do his
bidding and waive all his fines [In
your dreams!].
We all have had a similar experience at one time or another. Research is never as problem-free as
we would like it. The “not on shelf”
situation is just part of the research
game. Solutions to this frustrating
occurrence may be found in a variety of ways:
• Make sure you are looking in the
right location. Similar call numbers may be in different locations.
• Make sure the item is not
checked out. The record on
OSCAR should say “Check
Shelves”, if not, it is probably
checked out to someone.
• Remember that “off the shelf”
does not necessarily mean “out of
the library.” Look on nearby
shelves, tables, carrels, book
carts near and in copy rooms.
If you still can’t find the book then
you might want to get the book
through Interlibrary Loan [ILL]
using Link+ in OSCAR or by filling
out the pink forms at the Reference
Desk. You could also place a search
for the item at the Circulation Desk.
Ah, bittersweet research...the triumph of the acquisition and the agony of the missing. Plan your research time to allow for such obstacles. 
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Serving The Incarcerated
You’re not the only one doing research in the library. Did you know
that the Circulation Department is
the moving force behind our Prisoner Request Program. Under this
program the Circulation staff has
been providing copies of cases, statutes and regulations to incarcerated
individuals in the state of California
at no cost since the early 1970’s.

prisons only allow their inmates to
have access to the library for 2
hours every 6-8 weeks. Those individuals use their time in the library
for researching and gathering citations. They then use our service to
provide copies of the cases which
their system does not allow them
the time to read or make available
in the library.

This service grew out of the Habeas
Corpus Project, a student run program which provided free legal assistance to inmates of Soledad
Prison in preparing habeas petitions.

Why Help Criminals?

Details Of The Program
Under the program, inmates can send us one written request per year to request specific legal materials, up to 30 pages, at no
cost. The written request
must have complete and
accurate citations. To date we have
filled about 40,000 photocopies and
average about 175 requests per
month. We use both print and
online resources to fill requests.
Who Uses Our Services & Why?
Male and Female inmates interested
in fighting their appeals or researching the law governing prison conditions write to us. In the past, inmates from across the country took
advantage of our services. However, in recent years the library has
focused just on California inmates
in order to provide the most resources at no cost.
Although prisons are required to
provide access to legal materials,
that access is often limited. Certain

We have been asked throughout the
years “why are you helping ‘those’
people?” or “why should our school
use its limited resources to provide
legal information to inmates?” Part
of the reason is the great
need of the incarcerated
population; our statistics
clearly demonstrate this.
This project was also a
response to an effort in
the early 1970’s by the
Social Responsibilities
Section of the American Association of Law Libraries to urge law
libraries across the country to provide legal materials to prisoners. As
law librarians, we “have a duty to
actively promote free and effective
access to legal information.” [AALL Code of Ethics]
It seems especially appropriate to us
that the law library of a school such
as Santa Clara which has such a
strong focus on public interest law,
should incorporate some of that
public interest philosophy into its
service mission. According to Mary
B. Emery, Associate Dean and Director of the Law Library, “The
Prisoner Request Program is consistent with our commitment to serve
the poor and those in need of legal
services”.
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Okay everybody, time to get in the zone, the Heafey Fun Zone that is! To
start things off, why not some trivia? Let’s see how much you really know
about US History. As you all know, last month was Black History Month.
As such, do you know the answers to the following questions on the Civil
Rights Movement? Good Luck!
1. Which former slave and notable abolitionist edited and published The North Star,
an abolitionist newspaper?
a.
b.
c.

Phillis Wheatley
Benjamin Banneker
Frederick Douglass

7. Which of the following propelled Martin
Luther King, Jr. to national prominence as
a lead of the civil rights movement?
a.

b.

2. The 15th Amendment, which granted African-Americans the right to vote, was
passed on which date?
a.
b.
c.

February 3, 1870
July 14, 1889
November 19, 1910

3. Which civil rights activist gained notoriety in the late nineteenth century for her
scathing editorials denouncing racial injustice?
a.
b.
c.

Sojourner Truth
Zora Neale Hurston
Ida B. Wells

4. Noted African-American intellectual and
civil rights activist W.E.B. DuBois was a
founding member of which organization
in 1910?
a.
b.
c.

NAACP
National Negro Business League
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

5. Which landmark Supreme Court case represented an important victory for the civil
rights movement in 1954?
a.
b.
c.

Plessy vs. Ferguson
Dred Scott vs. Sandford
Brown vs. Board of Education of
Topeka

c.

He led the boycott in Montgomery,
Alabama against the segregated city
bus lines
He organized the massive March on
Washington at which he gave his famous “I Have A Dream” speech
He was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize for his philosophy of nonviolent
resistance.

8. On June 11, 1963, President Kennedy ordered the National Guard to ensure the
enrollment of two African-American Students, Vivian Moore and James Hood, at
which university?
a.
b.
c.

University of Mississippi
University of Georgia
University of Alabama

9. What key event in the civil rights movement happened in 1964?
a.

b.
c.

Thurgood Marshall became the first
African-American to be appointed to
the U.S. Supreme Court
Congress passed the Civil Rights Act
The Black Panther Party was formed

10. The National Rainbow Coalition, a political organization uniting various minority
groups, was formed in 1986 by which political leader?
a.
b.
c.

General Colin Powell
Louis Farrakhan
Rev. Jesse Jackson

6. Who is generally considered the mother of
the civil rights movement?

c.

Harriet Tubman
Susan B. Anthony
Rosa Parks

Answers: 1-C, 2-A, 3-C, 4-A, 5-C, 6-C, 7-A, 8-C, 9-B, 10-C

a.
b.
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Comic
Corner

Heafey Sporting News
By: Carl Frazier, Circulation
As some of you know, the law school basketball league is in the middle of its second semester season, and from the looks of things its going to be another tough season ahead for both the A and B leagues.
First let me digress for a moment back to the first semester league play
and “props” [congratulations] go out to the “play on playa” team for
winning the A league basketball division and for going undefeated
during the regular and playoff season. Special mention to David “the player”
Emerzian, MVP for the playoff championship game where he cooly hit a 12foot jump shot with three defenders in his face to wing the game for “play on
playa”.
It should also be noted that a shout goes to the B league team of the “street
fighters” formerly known as “patajo’s” team for winning the B league’s
championship division. Led by Lee Patajo and joined by a strong supporting
cast, the “street fighters” coasted to a relatively easy victory in the B league
championship game. The following is the current standings for both leagues
as of 02/15/02:
A League

W

L

B League

W

L

Dutch
Play on Playa
Lawyers, Guns, & $$$
The Tortfeasors
The 56ers

1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1

Mostly Over-The Hill
The Mighty Mi Wuk
Street Fighters
JR Strain
Hot Sauce on My Burrito

1
3
1
1
0

1
0
1
2
2

On the golf scene, a special thanks goes out to Molly Finn JD/MBA for organizing and coordinating the SCU Law Golf and the outstanding job
she has demonstrated with getting those of us who have been bitten
by the “bug” out on the golf course.
The first annual SCU Law Golf Tournament will be held at Sonol
Valley Golf Course on Friday April 19th starting at 1 p.m. Green fees
are $65 per student and $75 for faculty and staff. The deadline is
3/30/02 contact Matt Ellis at Ellisman@yahoo.com.
Real World Comments by Real World Attorneys
Today’s Topic: The art of paying attention…..
Can you describe the individual?
He was about medium height and had a beard.
Was this a male or female?
I show you exhibit 3 and ask you if you recognize that picture?
That’s me.
Were you present when that picture was taken?
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Legal Periodical Literature (Continued from page 10)

one reference in the ILP database was also found in the LRI database.
11
Of the 28 cites located in the Lexis LRI index, 23 were also retrieved through the web version,
25 were also retrieved through Westlaw. None were unique to Lexis.
12
Of the 26 cites located in the Westlaw LRI index, 21 were also retrieved through the web
version, 25 wre also retrieved through Lexis. None were unique to Westlaw.
13
Of the 24 cites located in the web-based database, 21 were also retrieved through Westlaw, 23
were retrieved through Lexis. None were unique to the web database. The total yield of unique
references in LRI is 29, with an additional 13 references from ILP.
14
When examining the results, I noticed that the search results for ILP were displayed in reverse
chronological order regardless of the database searched. For LRI the search results in Westlaw
and the web version were displayed in reverse chronological order; the search results in Lexis
were displayed in what I consider to be random “order” which made it difficult to compare the
results across databases.
15
ILP on both Lexis and Westlaw
16
LGLIND on Lexis; LRI on Westlaw
17
http://sculib.scu.edu
18
http://www.scu.edu/SCU/Library/Orradre/resources/
19
http://www.scu.edu/law/library/eresources/eresources.html
20
http://www.scu.edu/law/library/eresources/eresources.html
21
Reference/Index Tables, KF 8 C88
22
Reference/Index Tables, KF 8 I5
23
Reference/Index Tables, KF 8 I55
24
Reference/Stacks, KF 8 D45
25
Reference/Index Tables, KF 8 I49
26
Reference/Index Tables, KF 8 I5
27
Reference/Index Tables, Z 6941 F85 2001
Who Are These People? (Continued from page 9)

21-13 victory over LSU in the
Sugar Bowl in January 1937. Following the Sugar Bowl he went to
work for a local attorney and the
following year formed a partnership
with three attorneys. He continued
to coach Santa Clara football during
this time.
His interest in football carried over
into his professional life. He
worked with Tony Mirabito to
found the San Francisco 49ers and
was the team’s first coach as well as
its attorney. He became a part
owner in 1954 and remained an
owner until the DeBartolos. He
formed a law partnership with four
other attorneys in 1968 specializing
in Real Estate and Land Use. By
1980, the firm had grown to twentytwo attorneys. At this time the firm
divided and Mr. Ruffo and ten of
the attorneys merged with Pillsbury,
Madison and Sutro.
During this time Mr. Ruffo was also
active in the community and in professional organizations. He was
elected to the San Jose City Coun-

cel in 1944 and served until 1952.
During that time he served two
years as mayor. From 1953-1956 he
was a member of the Board of Governors of the State Bar. Santa Clara
recognized his contribution to the
community and to the University by
awarding him an honorary degree in
1973.
Mr. Ruffo continues to practice law
in Santa Clara and to serve on the
Board of Visitors of the Law
School.
Harold J. Toso
Harold J. Toso was born and raised
in San Francisco. He attended Santa
Clara as both an undergraduate and
a law student. He was awarded a
bachelor’s degree in Philosophy in
1925 and a law degree in 1926.
While at Santa Clara he earned
eleven letters in football, baseball
and basketball and served as captain
of the basketball team. His interest
in athletics at Santa Clara continued
throughout his life.
He was elected to the University’s
Athletic Hall of Fame. He contrib-
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uted funds for athletic scholarships
and also for the Toso Pavilion on
campus.
His generosity to the University
extended to other areas. He established a chair for the study of the
Italian language and contributed to
the Law School. He served as president of the University Alumni
Council 1934-35 and on the Board
of Trustees beginning in 1979. The
Law School awarded Mr. Toso an
honorary degree in 1972.
Although he had a law degree, his
professional career was in insurance. He served as the president of
Sare and Toso in San Francisco.
Mr. Toso died in San Francisco on
March 7, 1996.
J. Phillip DiNapoli
J. Phillip DiNapoli was born and
raised in San Jose. The DiNapoli
family has been involved in agriculture and food processing in the
Santa Clara Valley for three generations. He graduated from Stanford
University, and in 1965 received his
LLB from Santa Clara School of
Law. He is currently the president
and managing partner of DiNapoli
Companies.
This commercial property management and development company
has developed properties for clients
such as IBM, General Electric, the
County of Santa Clara, and the
DiNapoli family-owned food processing company, Sun-Garden Packing Company.
Mr. DiNapoli’s personal foundation
has assisted many local non-profit
organizations including the San
Jose Museum of Art and the Santa
Clara County Children’s Shelter.
He was the founding chairman of
the Plaza Bank of Commerce and
now serves on the Board of Directors of Comerica Bank of Detroit
and the San Jose Water Company.
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Where To Start? (Continued from page 3)

Call What? (Continued from page 7)

Encyclopedias

the work. There could be more than
one Cutter Number in the Call
Number. In our example, W4 represents West Group. This line is read
as a decimal number so W4 would
come after W123 on the shelf [i.e.,
.4 is larger than .123].

American Jurisprudence [Am Jur]
[Reference KF 154 A44] and Corpus Juris Secundum [CJS]
[Reference KF 154 C62] are also
quite helpful. They are general encyclopedias which purport to give
you cites to cases from all 50 states
[and often federal jurisdictions] too.
A good place for a general explanation but not as helpful for finding
statutes.
American Law Reports [ALR] [KF
132 A44] provides articles [called
annotations] on various topics with
cites to cases. It is very good when
you are dealing with a specific factual situation. It is a huge set in its
5th series now and can be daunting
to use; remember the Quick Index!
Treatises, Hornbooks, Nutshells
Treatises are works written by legal
scholars that cover a specific area
of law in great detail with extensive
analysis. Often they are multivolume works with the authors
name included in the title. Depending on the reputation of the work
and author, treatises can be persuasive authority to cite in court.
Hornbooks are legal books written
for law students by professors.
They are less detailed and provide
fewer references to other resources
than Treatises. They are a good reference point since they condense an
area of law into a single volume and
give a clear overview of the law’s
evolution, discussion of courts’ interpretation of the law and an explanation of the application of law today.

Nutshells are the least detailed and
typically are short, paperback volumes that get to the point and provide a general overview of the law.
They provide few references to
other sources. They are quite helpful to non-lawyers and law students
because they are clear and simple
and leave the extensive research to
other legal resources.
Treatises, Hornbooks and Nutshells
are mainly found in the Stauffer
Reserve Room but you should
check on OSCAR and in the general stacks for additional materials.
Stop by the Reference Desk if you
need help on locating these resources.
Looseleafs
Looseleaf services are defined in
Black’s Law Dictionary as “A type
of law book having pages that are
periodically replaced with updated
pages, designed to cope with constant change and increasing bulk”.
These sources provide timely updates to specific areas of law and
often span jurisdictions.
You will find them mainly in multivolume ring or post binders, with an
extensive table of contents, index,
and well organized labeled sections
and pages. Usually they give you
the statutes, regulations, and other
administrative rulings all in one
spot! They are especially helpful for
regulatory areas like tax and immigration.
If you are not sure if your area of
research has a looseleaf service,
check out Legal Looseleafs In Print

There can also be more lines after
the Cutter Number for things such
as year, volume, copy and special
materials [i.e., Supplement, Index,
Table, etc.].
Since the L.C. Classification System is based on subject, you could
browse that particular area on the
shelf to find items on the same or
similar topic. This is a useful research method that is faster than
having to search on OSCAR.
Keep in mind that the library is broken up into different sections so
similar call numbers may be in different locations. Always double
check the location on OSCAR when
looking for items. We hope this
primer on Call Numbers is helpful.
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